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July 17,1783 PENNSY JOURNAL AND THE WEEKLY ADVERTISER 


Philadelphia 

A correspondent desires the printer to inform the public that 
bad halfpence in imitation of coppers are circulating; they are 
easily known from the genuine coppers, as they are of base metal 
cast in sand, filed round the edges and in some the gate may be 
distinguished by which the metal entered in casting. From the 
fresh marks of the file, there is reason to suppose they were made 


in this city!! 


6/8/59 
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INQUIRIES 


in the May 17, 1786 issue of the Massachusetts Centennial, the 
enclosed extract is supposed to exist. I am partially interested 
in whether the London dateline of Mareh 27, 1786 is correct and, 
if the London newspaper is indicated as this particular mis- 
Statement was previously contradicted by another newspaper, in 


London, on March 16,1786. 


On March kl, 1786, in the Massachusetts Centennial, the enclosed . 
comment was made and I do not have the complete text. Would you 
be kind enough to add the balance of.the words in the article. 


In a January, 1787 Massachusetts Centennial, there is a statement 
"The coppersmith, however, continues to do much evil". I would 
like to know what January 1787 issue it is and what the balance 
of the article might be. 


* 4 
In February, 1786, Benjamin Zastabrook, of Rehoboth, Massachusetts, 
was tried and convicted, in Besten, for passing counterfeit 
copper coins. Would it be possible for you to locate this arti- 
ele in the Massachusetts Centennial and send me its text. 
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THE COLUMBIAN MAGAZINE April 1788 Vol2 No h Phila p.198 


(Balance of article under Fugio file.) 


This portion quoted in AJN Vol.18 p.hh Oct 1883 with the 
citation printed as 1875 in error 


n When the American copper coin is to be struck, it will be 
necessary, that the genuine British halfpence,or coppers, should 
pass current here, atMM@M 1125 to the dollar, or 15 to the 

shilling s;which is only h 1/6 per cent more than the rate at 
which they circulate in Britain. The circulation of the 

Birmingham , and other counterfeit and base copper coin, should be 
totally suppressed, whereby an end would be put to the 

iniquitous of importing into this country ( or manufacturing 

here) such base coin, and purchasing gold and silver with it, 

of near four times its intrinsic value (comparing their nominal 
sums) for exportation; a trade which is carried to a most alarming 
height, and attended with very dangerous consequences." 


This article was written in Phila Aug 22,1785 and 
submitted in Congress and published in broadsade 


John Beale Bordley (moved to Phila. in 1791) 

was from Maryland. (He lived on Wye Island) 

and came often to Phila. after he married a Mifflin 
in 1776. 

Pae Mag. of Hist. & Biegraphy, Vole LXVI, 1. co kik 


De 10=15 


This confirms his authorship of "On Monies, Coins, 


Weights & Meausres", 


eon 
atb 
2/27/61 








Evans 21698 #=Am.Antiqe.Soce 
copy 


On Monies,Coins,Weights and Measures, 


proposed for the United States of America 
By John Beale Bordley (1727=180L) 


Philadelphia, Printed by Daniel Humphreys, in Front Street 
near the Drawbridge 1789 
pel2 | 
COPPER COINS 

A TREATISE on copper coin, as far as I know, is a new 
thing. There are reasons why these coins ought to be limited in 
their Geaex: If they were to have the power to sink debts, as 
gold and silver have, they would be used vexatiously; and that 
would affect credits. Even if the forcing them in payments 
should be confined to 5 per cent. of debts, or be at all allowed 
of, it would have that tendency: and a creditor receiving a 
debt of 10,000 dollars, each cent thereof weighing 140 grains, 
at 5 per centum, would be Wakaeusa with 500 dollars worth, that 
is 50,000 pieces of copper of the weight of 1000 avoirdupois 
pounds; which selling as old copper, although 2% be at 20 cents 
a pound, would make a loss of 20,000 cents on his whole claim $ 
and moreover would burden him with cartage, storage, and expences 
of sales; so that near 3 per cent. of his debt would be lost: 
which would affect commerce, especially with foreigners. An ordin- 
ance of the late Gongress, enacts that the treasury, and if a 
rightly understand it,the proprietors of bullion carried to the 
mint, shall be paid 5 per cent. of their claims in copper cents. 
Ought those who carry bullion to the mint, to be burdened with 
inconvenience? 

It is said, the late Congress contracted for copper, to 
be coined at their mint and issued as above; and their ordinance 
seems to intend that the public mint shall have the coining of 
copper cents. It is proper it should be so, exclusively. Having 
found from the report of a committee of the General Assembly of 
New York, in 1787, that the best red copper in sheets ee es, 


at the factories in England, lld sterling a pound; on which they 


= | ow 





say the charges are 20 to 25 per cent. and that copper in mass, 
or old copper to be melted into ingots and drawn into sheets in 
the plating mills costs 9d sterling - charges included, I thereon 
make an estimate of the cost in coining copper cents, of 50 to 
the pound of copper, for a dollar worth 50d. sterling, thus: for 
a pound of copper, 24 cents; coining, 12 cents; together 36 cents, 
the cost. The pound of copper so coined passes for 50 centse « 
The ordinance of the late Congress says, 24 lbs. of copper shall 
be coined into 100 cents, (for a dollar of the value of 526. to 
sterling value) at which rate each cent weighs 157% grains. The 
old English halfpennies, I suspect, weigh about 166 grains. I 
have one which weighs 156 grains and appears to be true Tower 
coin, such as were not uncommon fifty years since; it is, how= 
ever, so worn that the impressions are nearly lost: it there- 
fore may be presumed that it weighed 8 or 10 grains more when 
new: the Britannia side is quite smooth « the other side faintly 
shews the impression of a head or heads in the manner of a William 
and Mary halfpence. The New-York committee further report, that 
48 genuine British halfpence, when new, weigh 1 lb. avoirdupois, 
each piece 146 grains; 60 Birmingham coppers, are 1 lb. or 
116 grains each: and howz genuine Jersey coppers are 1 lb. or 
151 grains, eache” 

The thought entertained by some of making the copper 
cent to be of intrinsic value, is alarming; as it threatens a 
design to enforce a base and cumbersome metal in discharge of 
debts. The copper cent in that case must be 23 times as large 
as is proposed at present, or 350 grains. Why encrease an odium, 
or over busily adventure on a hazardous innovation in a delicate 
affair? 

Copper coin, from the baseness of its metal, is not 
proper for a money to be forced on srediters. It is to be con- 


sidered merely as a convenient substitute in the closing a pay= 


ex 2 os 





ment, for want of silver coin small enough for minute fractional 


purposes: as such it is voluntarily received. Hucksters choose 
to receive it, as do others, occasionally, in small sums as is 
convenient to them. There would be no need of copper coins, 
were it not that cents and pence would be in too small pieces, 
for preservation, when in silver; wherefore the base and bulky 
metal was introduced, merely for small change. If, however it 
shall be thought proper to give to copper any force, + which it 
is wished may be never attempted, it ought to be, if possible, 
without injury or alarm to creditors. Forced payments in copper 
may in that case be limited to 5 or at most 9 cents on the close 
of full payments, large or small: on the payment of 10,000 dollars, 
no more to be forced on the creditor than in a case of the ema 
sum; because there is true and honest money in gold and sia 
of standard intrinsic value as low as ten or 5 cents, and the 
coppers are no further useful than gat Closing the fractional 
balance. If the necessity of a copper coinage can be avoided, it 
may be considered how far it would answer to coin cents in pieces 
of silver, whose periphery is enlarged by forming them into a 
sort of rings with milled edges or coined surfaces: or rather 
the composition called billon may be coined, solid as are common 
copper halfpence: it is more valuable than copper alone, being 
of copper and silver, yet bulky enough to be easily preserved. 
A billen-cent of a 50d. dollar, half copper and half ies which 
is the exact mint alloy for fine gold would be near as large 
aS a quarter of a Spanish dollar. But copper cents, the size, 
very nearly of an English halfpenny, with its division into half 
Pieces of 5 mills, are preferable to billon cents, and to small 
rings worth a cent each, as these would be too slender. The half 
cent in copper would be about the sige of a farthing English. 

On the whole of what I can eollect concerning copper 


coins, it seems, they do not pass so much because of their small 


intrinsic worth, as by common consent induced by a degree of necessity, 
merely as they are tokens for fractional sums which cannot be 
well issued in real money of the precious metals. This inference 
is countemanced by the considerable deviations in their weights, 
when issued even by the authority of nations tenacious of their 
character. English halfpennies of pure copper have been issued 
from the English mint of the contents of 156, if not 166, down 
to 1h6 grains, as they now are and have been upwards of sixty 
years: and base copper issued by private coiners light as 116 
grains, by consent, have passed currently as the best, to a vast 
amount, and great loss of the community. The quantity of metal 
appointed by public authority to be contained in copper coins, 
being a good deal arbitrary, the American States may have their 
cent coin, of fine copper, that shall nearly have the weight 
of a British halfpenny: The British halfpenny weighs 1h6 grains 
of fine coppero 

Two pounds of copper will give 100 cents, eigh weighing 
1hO grains. The cents, for a device, may have a man, on one side 
of them, erect, comfortably cloathed, and holding a spade in his 
hand: read, = Fro. Indust. Cents beco,. Eage = On the reverse, of 
this base coin - a coin that cannot well be deemed money, instead 
of the eagle let there be, on the margin of the cent, this read-~- 
ing: ~ "United States of America"; ~ and in the middle of the 
Piece read = "Cent", There will be a fair blank between the 
readings: which may be lightly ornamented or left blank, or crowded 
in Gothic taste - if it be the taste. 


Be 


Footnote on page lk. 


* The undermentioned copper coins, weigh as follows: 


AoDe Grao 
Produit des mines de France 1727 - 182 
Liard de France 1698 = Sh 
ies ace halfpenny 1773 = 120 
US. 1783 = 1h5 
1/h Stuber 176h = 38 
Spanish milled piece 177 = 17h 
English halfpenny, worn smooth = 156 
Ditto, new and bright, never circulated 1729 = 1h6 
Eight Birmingham coppers, average - 116 


Quere, whether this piece is of the compos- 
ition called billon? 


This is from a barrel of halfpence imported by the late 
Mr. Bennet of Wye, from England, above hO years ago; and 
I am favoured with it by his executor. 


The fairest sort of Birmingham coppers that are now in 
circulation. = The coined impressions are good and plain. 
Two of them shew partial marks of sand: = therefore, I 
presume, they are first cast into blanks of the proper 
size, and then coined; which saves expense of rolling 

the copper into plates, cutting them, &c. 








nour of ten, it wae advigable te take soundings, 
surprise they found themselves in four fathoms of water, though at 
dari there wig not the slightest appearance of land. Rvery ¢ 
was used te run the veesel off shora, at in a few niwabes whe dis 




















only about 100 yards. | 
the seme evening the breke to pieces. The sea runsing very high 
the beats were with difficulty disengeged from the wreek, but before 





they could be got manned they drifted ashore; therefore 411 relief waa 
cut off except by swlmuing ashore or getting on pieces of the wreck, and 
we are sorry to add, of the above, only 68 persone were saved, among 
During the course of the 











whom were the mister, his mate and ten seamen. 
; dey, the inhabitants came down te the beach im manbers, and usec every 
moong in their power te relieve the unfortunate people on board, among 
women ond children of wom enky 7 were eaved," 
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Boston, January 9 


A new and promising Manufactory hes lately been established 


by Mons.Gillet de Vallet, and Co, at Parker's Falls, New 


Hampshire, under the patronage of the Hon. Major-General 
Sullivan, at whose house, we are informed, the Manufacturers 
new reside. They have made considerable progress, and are 

now selling large buttons of all eolours, from 6 to 12 coppers 
per doz. small ones in proportions mohair of all eolours, 

at 2 coppers peyskein,. Silk knee~garters of all colours, at 
10 eoppers per pairs common do. 6 coppers; Hair-Buttons for 
hats, at & coppers per dos, fashionable loops for hats, 

at 3 coppers per yards; round do. at one copper per yard; 


while cord of different qualities and prices. # # * 


8t. Louis Public Library 
ye 


John Pickering 

A Vocabulary or Collection of Words and 
Phrases which have been supposed to be peculiar 
to the United States of America 


(Cambridge, Mass. 1816) 


COPPERS 

The common name in New England for British 
halfpence; which, until the coinage of our Cents, 
constituted the copper currency of this country: 
We used to say a copper's worth of any thing, as 
in England they would say a penny's worth. The 


name is already nearly obsolete. 


Bung or Bungstown not mentioned 


St. Louis Public Library 


John Pickering 

A Vocabulary or Collection of Words and 
Phrases which have been supposed to be peculiar 
to the United States of America 


(Cambridge, Mass. 1816) 


COPPERS 

The common name in New England for British 
halfpences; which, until the coinage of our Cents, 
constituted the copper currency of this country: 
We used to say a copper's worth of any thing, as 
in England they would say a penny's worth. The 


name is already nearly obsolete. 


Bung or Bungstown not mentioned 





September 9,1960 


Atkins unpublished Ms Ashmolean Museum 
dated Dec. 12, 190) 


"That it was the intention of the issuers to pass these 
imitations as genuine coins, no person who gives the subject 
due consideration can doubt, the fact that the obverse and 
reverse almost always agree may be cited as proof. (The word 
imitation refers to evasions. The word agree means resemble 
Geo. II or Geo III types), This will be noticed in the second 
part of this list where the obverse are arranged according 
to their resemblence to the armoured, or naked bust of George 
II, or III, the armoured bust being issued for England, its 
imitations with the exception of about 5% have a figure repre- 
senting Britannia, whilst the naked bust being issued for 
Ireland, the greater part of its imitations have the Harp 
crowned as was usual on those pieces." 


In this ms he adds 160 fresh pieces 
His $d go up to 605 in number 


His 44 go from #606 to #660 or 55 pieces. 


atb 
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September 9,1960 


Atkins unpublished Ms Ashmolean Museum 
dated Dec. 12, 190) 


"That it was the intention of the issuers to pass these 
imitations as genuine coins, no person who gives the subject 
due consideration can doubt, the fact that the obverse and 
reverse almost always agree may be cited as proof. (The word 
imitation refers to evasions. The word agree means resemble 
Geo. II or Geo III types). This will be noticed in the second 
part of this list where the obverse are arranged according 
to their resemblence to the armoured, or naked bust of George 
II, or IIt, the armoured bust being issued for England, its 
imitations with the exception of about 5% have a figure repre- 
senting Britannia, whilst the naked bust being issued for 
Ireland, the greater part of its imitations have the Harp 
crowned as was usual on those pieces." ; 


In this ms he adds 160 fresh pieces 
His #d go up to 605 in number 
His 74 go from #606 to #660 or 55 pisces. 
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INQUIRIES 


In the May 17, 1786 issue of the Massachusetts Gomtnesma, the 
enclosed extract is supposed to exist. I am partially interested 
in whether the London dateline of March 27, 1786 is correct and 
if the London newspaper is indicated as this particular mis« 3 
Statement was previously contradicted by another newspaper, in 
London, on March 16,1786. 

: ral 538 
On March L, 1786, in the Massachusetts Gesu, the enclosed 
comment was made and I do not have the complete text. Would you 
be kind enough to add the balance of the words in the article. 


In a January, 1787 Massachusetts ot i there is a statement 
"The copversmith, however, continues to do much evil", I would 
like to know what January 1787 issue it is and what the balance 
of the article might be. 


In February, 1786, Benjamin Sastabrook, of Rehoboth,Massachusetts, 
was tried and sonvicted, in Foston, for passing counterfeit 
cooper coins. Would it be possible for you to locate this arti- 
Gle in the Massachusetts Centénedd@ and send ne its text. 


On May 3, 178), £ believe there is an article in the Massachusetts 
Centennial, or some other Boston newspaper, which indicates that 
great quantities of British halfpenee are passing in the town, 

I would like the complete text of this item, if you can locate it. 


EPN/atb ERIC P. NEWMAN 
6/29/60 


THE MASSACHUSETTS CENTINEL Wednesday January 11,1786 
Boston, Wednesday, January ll 


The copper coinage, current in this town, must be a 
considerable loss to the citizens at large, as the intrinsick 
value of most of the conprers in circulation, is not half 
what they pass for, Scarce a Britim vessel arrives in any 

part on the continent, but what brings very great ouantities 
of rap half-pences, and yet shameful as it certainly is, 

this inundstion of base metal is passed with impunity and 
indifference, 





\ 
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MASSACHUSETTS CENTINEL, March 4, 1786 





"The Copper-Smiths of the neighbouring towns have done us much 
evil, by fabricating in large quantities and throwing into cir- 


S9 
culation pieces of base metal, resembling the eurrent Copper Coin 
of the Commonwealth. This seemingly petty business has so long 
been transacted with impunity, that it has enecreased to an alarmn- 
ing degree, and ought to be dis_couraged and condemned by every 
considerate citizen. Several persons, of the above description, 
who have been boldly vending considerable quantities of this new 
Species of merchandize in this town, were deemed worthy of judi- 
ciary cognizance, and were punished by fine according to their 
demerits..." — 


OVIDENCE GAZETTE AND COUNTRY JOURNAL, April 17, 178h 
5 re ae Vol.XxT No. 1059 










VIDENGE April 17 


"Within a Fortnight past, considerable Quantities of eounter- 
it British Halfpence have been brought here, and wany of then 
ssed in small sums. They are of base Metal, badly exeeuted, 

d of Gourse easily detected «- We are desired to mention that 
they are openly manufactured in a neighboring Town in the State 
of Massachuse tts". | 
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Providence Gazette and Country Journal April 17, 178 
Vol. XXI We. 1059 


PROVIDENCE April 17 


“Within a Fortnight past, considerable Quantities of 
counterfeit British Halfpenee have been brought here, and 
many of them passed in small sums. They are of base Metal, 
badly exeeuted, and of Course easily detected « 

We are desired to mention that they are openly manufactured 


in a heighboring Town in the State of Massachusetts", 


/ 


4/26/1960 


PLYMOUTH JOURNAL, PLYMOUTH, MASS. JANUARY 10, 1786 


The Copper-Smiths of Rehoboth have done us much evil, by 
fabricating in large quantities and throwing into circulation 
pieces of base metal, resembling the current CopperCoin of the 
Commonwealth.This seemingly petty business has so long been 
transacted with impunity, that it has encreased to an alarming 
degree, and ought to be discouraged and condemned by every 
considerate citizen. 

Two persons from Rehoboth of the above description, by 
the name of Baker, who were one day last week boldly vending 
considerable quantities of this new species of merchandize in this 
Town, were deemed worthy of cognizance, and were punished by 
fine according to their demerits. 

Stripped of their ill-gotten gains, it is to be hoped 
they will teach a salutary lesson to all the brethren of the 
craft in their vicinity. In adopting this branch of business, 
they have probably evinced the truth of the old observation, 
that Necessity is the mother of Invention; but while they 
thus proceed, in violation of honesty and in defiance of Law, 
they will do eh) te recollect, that the Adage may be reversed, 


and that very frequently Invention is the mother of Necessity. 
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Letter from John Adams, in London, to John Jay dated April 
10, 1787. Original in possession of Massachusetts Historical 
Society in letter book of John Adams. Microfilm available at 
Columbia University, University of Illinois, etc. 


r r 
Grosv . Sq . April 10th,1787 
Dear Sir: 


--- Secret schemes however in abundance are concerted 
to plunder us, in any way they can think of besides the regular 
course of their Commerce with us, which one would think rappacious 
enough. An honest tradesman, whose name is Carpenter an ingenious 
Engraver, lately came to me from the remotest part of the City, 
to give me information that an unknown Scott had applied to 
him to engrave a Plate, for striking the paper Bills of North & 
South Carolina. He laid a plan to get a witness, to a future 
interview, but the Scott conceived a suspicion, and would not 
lay open his design. Colonel Smith who attended for the purpose 
desired the engraver to publish the fact in the newspapers, 
that merchants here may be upon their guard; Carpenter went 
round to all the engravers in Town & found another to whom the 
same person had applyed. 


Congress or the Delegates from North & South Carolina will 
put that state on their guard, for it is not at all improbable 
the design will be pursued, by means of some other engraver of 
less honour than Carpenter, 


There is a vast sum in Circulation here of base Copper - 
to the amount of several hundreds of thousands of pounds - very 
lately these half-pence are refused every where - I suppose in 
consequence of some concerted scheme, & it is supposed that they 
will be all purchased for a trifle and sent to the United States 
where they will pass for good metal and Consequently our simple 
Countrymen be cheated of an immense Sum. 


The Board of Treasury may be ordered without the avowed 
interposition of Congress to give the alarm to our Citizens - 
and the separate States would do well to prohibit this false 
Money from being paid or received --- * 
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vag apes fo be very weil made and = person wno is not eaut Ricue ee yu ia 
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. be apt to receive tnem for good, Th comrosition is supnosed. ae 
be chiefly Coprer «nd sntimony: - they sre very brittle «nd on 






which they m*y be known sre 4s follows: @ the C in CAROLUS 
srpeere to be rather lerger then the other ietters in the word, | 
he U is a little lower than the L before it; on the other’ side 
oF the counterfeit doliars of that date, the words “kT IND, appear — te 
like one word thus <TIND. and in the word Rex, the X is apnerently . 
lower than the HE, A young feliow bv the name of Queen wae, on 
Tues@@y last we-k, detected at Sturbridge, with «faht of these cals a 
about him, «nd a number of utensils for counterfeiting New England Pa 
shilling pieces, & c, | | « 
) It would be of great publick Ghesisy if neonle in general would ~— 
be more cautious how they receive money: 4nd upon detecting counterfeit — : 
money endeavour to trace where it came from, that those pests of = 
society who employ their time ii. this infamous business may be in! 
brought to the runishment which their crimes merit, ; 






A number of French Sous, or coprers are, by these money making ce, 
@ertists, gilded over, and are passed for moidores. or pieces of gold % 
of the vaiue of 36 s. lawful; @ most dering fraud, but easily detected. 
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Timothy Quen, for uttering counterfe{: 4rd money knowing it =i 
to be counterfeit, wes fined forty rounds: sad for hneving in his | ,. 
custody tools for counterfeiting pieetreens, snd st mrs for counter- 
feiting New Engl*nd @ shillings, with intent to make use of them 
for thst purrose, ws sentinced to be whinped cs strines, and : 
stend one hour fn the rlllory. 
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MA! ETTS SPY 


June 3, 178 


| oa 
A Br 
The ~ublick sre desired to be ceutious of receiving counterfeit 
French Guiness, - The 1 insrection will denote them to 00: the 
bese metel: They sre deficient in weight near one §alf - rether — 
lerger then the true ones, end much réugher, | 


a 


MASSACHUSETTS SPY July 29, 178% or 
By the Hartford Post 
New-London, July 19 ‘ 


Severel counterfeit dollars were lately discovered in this 
City and in Groton, deted 1775. they are badly executed, end 
mey be easily discovered, being vrincinally Copper, and of a 
dark mM@EB emoaky colour: they were passed by one Jenck's, a 
man with one hend, who wes & bsconded from Groton; but as search 
is making for him, it is hoped he will be teken, 


MASSACHUSETTS spy 
By the Hartford Post 


Sept 16, 179% 


A few days since a clan of g Villens was @etected et the westward 
for counterfeiting English Guineas: we can give our readers no 
ferther descrirtion of them than thet they sre a little lerger 
then the genuine, otherwise well EX@@bu Exeek executed, 
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Mmagx MASSACHUSETTS SPY of May 13, 17% liste & medals struck =~ 
in Holland, one of which portrays the declaration of independence 
and Se snother the treaty of friendship and comnerse with America 
- A brief descrirtion of the two mentioned follows. _ 


+ By: 
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MASSACHUSETTS SPY of May 5, 17%5 has a little to say on Carlos } 
IiI counterfeit dollars 


MASS. Spy of Dec. 1, 1785 outlines the plan to establish a Mint a : 
for the . : a 
MASSACHUSETTS SPY July 23, 1789 

Rhode Islend 


Providence July 16 


The publick is hereby informed, that on Tuesday last @ person 
was detected in this town, attempting to pass counterfeit dollars, 
@ated 1771 - They sare of brass and plated with silver, in the same — 
manner thet buckles sre done - the impression is faintly struck - ae 
and thev will not ring. a 
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